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MCCGA General Meeting Minutes

August 26, 2001

MCCGA Members in Attendance:

Randy Timm, President – Fort Osage 

John Sullivan, Vice-President – SMSU Pride

Ann Duncan, Treasurer – Sky Ryders & Shawnee Mission West

Terri Bonebrake, St. Louis Rep – Northwest HS

Heather Huggins, Kansas City Rep – SMSU Pride

Chris Putnam – Judges Liaison – Blue Springs South

Maxine Sullivan SMSU National Avenue * Lea Anne Arata, Eureka * Chris Garstang, Dixon * Dan McCommis, Edwardsville * Melanie Morrisey & Heidi Murry, Ft. Osage Varisty & JV * Crysy Brawley & Mark Neilsen, Hickman Mills * Bill Dickinson, Ft. Osage parent * Jim Blomberg, Sullivan * Scott Hemphill & Jason Johnson, Farmington * Julie Bunkley, Washington * Sherri Adams & Troy Peterson, Kickapoo * Erika Fenley, Branson * Craig & Shawn Finger, Nixa * Mark Martin & Missy Prinster, FH Central * Chris Cooper, Parkway North * Mary Ann Lanoue, Lee’s Summit * Kelly Berheide & Jeff Storey, Blue Valley * Steve Huggins, SMSU Pride * Kim Kras, Blue Springs South * Lauren Paul & Steve Hermach, Lafayette

Randy Timm called the meeting to order at 1:05. 

Randy gave a brief welcome.

Treasurer Report:

 Ann gave a brief update on the treasurer’s report.  All 2001 Festival and Membership fees have been paid in full.  Payment for regional is being readjusted due to additional costs encumbered by Northwest HS.  The contract for the 2002 WGI Gateway Regional has been sent in.  ****Note – as of the publication of these minutes (9-19-01) – all monies from the 2001 Gateway Regional and outstanding money owed by MAAPA for judges training has been paid in full.****

Judges Update: 

Chris gave a brief update – the judges had a meeting in mid-June and the judges are currently working on the judges home study program.  JAMA is working on getting panels together for marching band contests – Randy passed on a request for judging sheets for marching band contests to Chris.

Percussion:

 Randy asked for discussion – none occurred – Mark Nielsen is interested in the Percussion President position – Randy opened floor for nominations – Chris Putnam nominated Mark Neilsen – Randy called for vote – all in favor


No nominations for Percussion Vice-President – Position will remain vacant and will be addressed in the by-laws.

MCCGA Rulebook, General Contest Information & Policy Statement


Randy led the group through the RuleBook suggestions made at June’s meeting.  Jeff Storey mentioned that the Solo & Ensemble committee has not met and the committee may address changes.

Items discussed in detail:

Article III – added statement referring to potential changes that may be made by the Solo & Ensemble Committee

Article IV D. – Chris Putnam brought up pushing the cap to 45 guards per show - discussion held - The cap will remain at 30 – Chris motioned to add wording to Article IV D “non-prelims/finals festivals are capped at 30 guards” – Troy Peterson seconded – discussion to clarify that this applies only to guard – all in favor. 

Article IV F.3. – Chris asked to specify the process in awarding prelim/finals shows – discussion held concerning costs, ability to provide judging, possibly limiting these contests to one per region – no motion – wording does not change

Article V E. – renumber the statement referring to dressing room and storage areas

Article V H. – Videotaping changes – specified that WGI will allow one person to videotape a unit's performance at regionals.

Article VI D. – Discussion held concerning allowing people to march in more than one group – Sherri Adams led discussion questioning if this is against MSHSAA rule – a disclaimer was added stating that “performers and directors should be ware of any state or local regulations.

Article VII Classification: Chris defined the bump scores

Chris mentioned that Independent Regional A had not been added – Randy stated that it was not added at the June meeting 

Discussion points: 

· If a unit competes in Ind. A at a regional they should be Ind. A in the circuit

· Terri Bonebrake questioned the need for an additional independent class – Chris P. brought up the need to foster upcoming guards

· Mark N. discussed other potential guards coming out and the need for the Ind. Regional Class 

· Jeff S. discussed why the stipulation exists that a guard needs to compete in WGI in that class – he does not agree the need to add a lower class/is it truly fostering growth?

· Sherri Adams mentioned that since we have different levels in High School why not divide independent

· Ann mentioned that the Regional A classes are offered at the Gateway Regional

· Steve mentioned keeping it the way it currently is.

Chris Putnam moved to add Independent. Regional A – Mark Neilsen seconded – no further discussion – all in favor – motion passes

Article VII C.6: Jeff Story moved to drop the WGI requirement for Scholastic Open class guards – no second
Article VII C.8: Ann moved to add WGI requirement wording to Scholastic A – Mark N. seconded


Discussion:

· Heather disagreed with adding the requirement that guards in this class must attend a WGI regional – citing issues with financial costs

· Kelly Berheide discussed that a unit may not want to go to a regional 

· Break in discussion 2:14 – 2:19

· Chris suggested the following motion instead of Ann’s wording: “If a unit attend a WGI Regional and competed in Open or World class, a unit must perform in that class with MCCGA for the remainder of the season.  If a unit does not go to a WGI regional, the unit is subject to MCCGA promotion scores and should start the season in Scholastic A or Independent A class.  If a unit competed the previous season in Open or World class sheets, the unit may begin the following season in that same class.”   In addition, Chris moved to remove all other references to WGI requirements.  Ann accepted the change in motion and reread Chris’ motion.  After additional discussion the following was added: “If a unit attends a WGI Regional(s) and is judged on A class sheets, the unit must perform in MCCGA in either Scholastic A, Scholastic B or Independent A.” – no other discussion held – 1 opposed – all others in favor – motion passes.

Article IX: Chris motioned to strike out the WGI score reference in Article IX – no second – motion dropped form the floor – Troy motioned to add wording to Article IX “received two weeks prior to the MCCGA Championships” – Terri seconded – no further discussion – all in favor – motion passed

Article XIII: Chris moved to add wording to Article XIII – “If that unit is performing at that festival.  The judge may not judge that class in which he has an affiliation at MCCGA Championships. – John Sullivan seconded – Ann clarified Chris’ suggestion – 


Discussion:

· Scott Hemphill questioned the judges ability to throw scored 

· Kelly stated that no judge should ever judge the class he/she is affiliated with

· Shawn Finger stated she saw value in getting opinions and input from more experienced judges that may have affiliations.

· Troy Peterson asked for numbers of judges with affiliations

· Chris predicted 4-5 affiliations out of around 25 judges

· Chris mentioned additional costs and issues with scheduling

Vote: 9 in favor/9 opposed/ 3 abstained/ Motion fails per tie break vote from MCCGA President (CEO)

In regards to this situation, Ann mentioned that MCCGA should pick up the additional costs for extra judges needed to cover affiliated judges stating that it would not be fair to put that cost onto the hosts.

Article XIII “Secondary Affiliation” Chris moved to change the wording to “A current MCCGA Judge is not permitted to give any consultation to any other MCCGA guard other than their primary affiliation." ” John seconded - –o further discussion – all in favor –motion passes 

Terri B. moved to accept MCCGA Rulebook & General Contest Information and Policy Statement as amended today – Dan McCommis seconded – no further discussion held – one (1) opposed – motion passes

MCCGA Constitution & By-Laws

Article V – Chris moved to omit the Student Council Advisor position – Mark N. seconded – no discussion – all in favor – motion passes

Article  IV E: Tory P. moved to add wording under vacancy to say “If the position remains vacated, the President (CEO) will appoint a person for that position.” – Kelly B. seconded – no further discussion – all in favor – motion passes

Article VII A: Chris moved to add wording to Article VII A stating that a one (1) week notice to change delegates is needed – Ann seconded – no further discussion – all in favor – motion passes

Jeff S. moved to change the title of CEO to President and to change Percussion President & Vice-President to Percussion Coordinator & Percussion Assistant Coordinator – Chris seconded – no further discussion – all in favor – motion passes

Article V C: Troy P.  moved to add duty under Treasurer “shall provide a formal treasurer’s report at general meetings – Craig seconded – Chris discussed changing to annual report – discussion to keep it at each general meeting instead of only at the Spring meeting – All in favor – motion passed

Chris Putnam moved to accept the MCCGA Constitution and By-Laws as amended today – all in favor – passed and accepted

BREAK

Committees – Randy suggested breaking out into 4 groups: 

1. Solo & Ensemble

2. Academy

3. Field Day

4. Percussion

20 minutes of discussion was held within the groups

Feedback/Suggestions


Academy – Terri reported the importance of students being placed in appropriate classes – having the instructors submit a lesson plan or we tell them what needs to be taught – more emphasis placed on basics


Percussion – Mark reported the importance of finding and securing quality judges and the possibility of adding a percussion Solo & Ensemble to help increase interest


Field Day – venue and dates – January 18, 19, & 20 (possibilities) at Fort Osage, Nixa, and Eureka – these schools will follow up – discussed need to define what field day is and what instructors/performers should expect – further discussion needed

Solos & Ensembles – 

1. Jeff Storey submitted a proposal for S&E



Suggestions include:

· drop ensembles – due to lack of interest

· Scholastic & Independent only (no novice or open)

· Add a dance category

· No regional championship – score only at MCCGA Championships Fri. prelims/Sat. finals – all can go to prelims

2. Volunteers for judging need to found and trained

3. Looking at appropriateness of music

4. Classification for dancers

Randy brought up other projects

· Patches – Bill Dickinson from Fort Osage had examples to show

· Yearbook – Jeff Melsha from Northwest is interested in pursuing

· Bateman Photography – 1 year left on 5 year contract

Chris suggested creating Fans Favorite Video 

Brief discussion held on 1 day/2 site 2002 MCCGA Championships

Meeting adjourned at 4:15

Minutes submitted by Ann Duncan

